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I don’t even remember her name.  She was a cute, overly polite, little Japanese Air Cadet- and it was her turn to fly.  And she didn’t speak a word of English.  

I was ferrying a plane back to home base from a SAREX in the southern part of our wing.  I was asked to stop at an airport en route to represent our squadron in greeting a contingent of IACE cadets and their chaperones.  I found myself suddenly “volunteered” to provide orientation flights for some of the cadets.  The first two young men from Denmark and Norway were just like male cadets the world over:  eager, loud, invincible and prepared to fly better than anyone else before them.  But the shy little girl from Japan was more intent on not offending anyone and staying in the background.  When it was her turn, I had to use sign language.  She sat frozen on the controls, making absolutely no changes.  With sign 

language I described gentle “lazy-8’s” on the horizon and then pointed to her.  Reluctantly at first, she made the aircraft 

mimic the movement of my hand.  As she began to get the feel of the machine,

she started a quiet giggle.  Then, it became total and uninhibited laughter.  I saw a kid enjoying, perhaps for the first time, the true freedom of flight.  

We returned and listened to introductions and speakers and were finally cleared to continue our journey.  Walking to the flight line, I heard a sound behind me.  Turning, I saw the little Japanese girl holding something out to me.  In her hand was the most beautiful and delicate bird created in the art of Origami.  It was her gift to me.  I’ve had more expensive gifts in my lifetime, but never one more sincere.  

We senior members sometimes forget that we are looked upon by cadets as heroes.  And I assure you- they’re looking.  And what they’ll see, they’ll remember and repeat.  And some tomorrow, they’ll show another young person the same consideration, or rudeness or sarcasm or lack of character or maybe…just maybe- how to write their names on the sky. .    
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